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matters in respect to which the cotton mills of Bombay seem
to be considerably handicapped in competition with the
up-country mills. The situation of the cotton mills in Madras,
Nagpur, Cawnpore and Ahmedabad almost in the heart of the
important cotton-growing tracts of India places them in a
position of appreciable advantage in regard to the cost of the
raw material. Moreover, the mills in some of these up-country
centres, viz., those of Cawnpore, Nagpur, and Madras, being
located in the midst of the great consuming areas of India, they
are able to make considerable economies in the matter of trans-
port charges as well. Furthermore, there is evidence to showthat,
as the majority of the up-country mills carry on production on
a comparatively small scale, they are able to adapt their pro-
duction and marketing to suit the tastes and requirements of
the consuming public in a much larger degree than has been
the case with the Bombay mills. Thus, while the up-country
mills, through their own selling agents, have been able to keep
in touch with the changing and varying requirements of the
different sections of the consumers and also to push the sales
of their own cloths, the Bombay mills have in the past shown
comparative indifference to these important matters by having
no selling agents of their own. Naturally, the result has been
that the products of the Bombay mills have been ousted from
many of the important consuming centres by those of the
Japanese as well as the up-country mills.1
Now, in so far as raw cotton is concerned, the disadvantage
of Bombay arising out of the greater distance from the cotton-
growing tracts in India is to a certain extent counterbalanced,
firstly, by the fact that while the up-country mills must buy
up their entire stock in the harvesting season and thus carry a
large stock for the rest of the year, the Bombay mills can buy
their raw cotton throughout the year through the Cotton
Exchange in the city; and secondly, by their ability to import
the superior raw cotton from Uganda cheaper than the up-
1 Report of the Tariff Board, Minutes of Evidence, Vol. II, pp. 242-45,
318-20.